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Taste What Pork Can Do
at Wisconsin State Fair
Wisconsin State Fair is fast approaching and WPA is
gearing up for the Pork Schoppe which will be open each
day from August 6th - 16th, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. -10:00
p.m. 
The Pork Schoppe is a beloved fixture at the Wisconsin
State Fair, known for its flavorful pork products and
friendly volunteers. Located at the northeast corner of
the Wisconsin Products Pavilion on Grandstand Avenue
and Wisconsin Way, it’s easily accessible and a favorite
among fairgoers.
Menu highlights include the butterfly pork chop
sandwich — an 8-ounce grilled chop nestled in a soft
bun, the mouthwatering 8 oz. pork chop on a stick, and
the custom seasoned pork burger in addition to
refreshments. 
County pork association volunteers along with groups
from FFA, 4-H, and local ag organizations help staff the
stand, making it both a food destination and a
community engagement hub. The Pork Schoppe has
been a staple since 1984, offering affordable, flavorful
pork options that have become a fair tradition.
If you’re visiting the Wisconsin State Fair, swing by the
Pork Schoppe to Taste What Pork Can Do  !
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Background
The AASV PEDV Elimination Task Force, led by Drs. Paul Yeske and Marisa Rotolo, has
been tasked with exploring the feasibility of a potential pathway for a national PEDV 
eradication program for the U.S. swine herd. At the US SHIP House of Delegates Meeting 
in Bloomington, MN, in 2025, the task force presented a standard outlining 
sampled and testing guidelines for a voluntary high health standard called “PEDV 
Clean.” They also discussed a high-level pathway toward an eradication program 
leveraging U.S. SHIP. At the conclusion of the meeting, delegates approved the proposal to establish
certification requirements for voluntary PEDV classification status within US SHIP.
To align with this program, WPA volunteered to be a pilot state to implement and explore the viability of
the new PEDV Clean certification status within U.S. SHIP. After the repeal of Wisconsin’s Swine Health Rule
earlier this year, the WPA Board and Swine Health Committee felt this pilot program would be a positive
step forward in upholding and advancing the health of Wisconsin’s swine herd while creating a model for
other states to follow.
Progress
In January, WPA began recruiting producers to participate in this voluntary pilot program. To date, we
have 7 producers and 16 premises participating in the program. WPA collects diagnostic test results from
producers, analyzes them, and shares the data with the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP) Division of Animal Health who confirms and issues the certifications.
Looking Ahead
WPA continues to welcome participation from producers in Wisconsin.  Ultimately, WPA is working toward
establishing “PEDV-free” regions in our state and eventually across the country to work toward PEDV
eradication. If you are interested in participating or learning more, contact WPA at 608-723-7551.

WPA Spearheading Voluntary PEDv Pilot Program
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On July 1 , WPA was the non-profit spotlight during the
Madison Mallards game at Warner Park in Madison. With
nearly 50 members and supporters in attendance, there was
ample energy and excitement as we thanked Wisconsin pig
farmers, promoted pork, and raised funds for the River Food
Pantry to purchase pork products. The River Food Pantry is
Dane County’s busiest food pantry serving over 4,000 people
each week. 

st

Despite the extreme heat, we had 
a lot of fun with our members and 
supporters while raising over $650
for the River Food Pantry through
brat purchases, the 50/50 and 
ticket sales! 

WPA Partners with Madison Mallards to Highlight
Farmers and Address Food Insecurity

As expressed in the We Care principles of pork production,
pork producers are committed to giving back and
strengthening our communities and this event allowed us to
deliver on our promise by creating local partnerships to
address food insecurity in Wisconsin.

$664
RAISED FOR THE RIVER

FOOD PANTRY
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Sept.
16-17

On April 14-16, Wisconsin pork producers
traveled to Washington D.C. to
participate in the National Pork
Producers Council’s Spring Legislative
Action Conference (LAC). 
While there, they met with our
lawmakers to discuss the significance
and urgency of a Farm Bill- one that
includes a fix to Prop 12. Additionally,
they expressed concern and urged
action regarding labor reform, USMCA,
and US SHIP. Click the button below to
read a press release published by NPPC
underlining the effects of Prop 12 to date.

Thanks to all who participated in and sponsored this impactful event!

The annual WPA Pork Classic Golf Outing was held on Friday, June
19 , 2026, at The Meadows of Sixmile Creek in Waunakee, WI. th

This event offered a day full of networking, friendly competition,
and an opportunity to raise vital funds to support WPA’s advocacy
efforts to protect our pork producers and farmers’ ability to
operate in Wisconsin and beyond. To add to the fun, attendees
were encouraged to sport their best 80s attire and did not
disappoint!
This year we had 63 golfers and ZZ Topped claimed the crown as
the first-place winner coming in 11 strokes under par. Pictured right
are team members Caleb Priske, Tommy Schutz, John Sebert, and 

Teeing Off for a Cause at the Pork Classic Golf Outing

Wisconsin Pork Producers Speak Up in D.C.
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WI delegation pictured L-R: AV Roth, Al Ries, Rep. Glenn
Grothman (WI-District 6), Christina Meylor, Keri Retallick, Parker
Litterich (NPPC) and Victorria Meylor.

Corey Fitzgerald. In a close second was the Pulled Porkers coming
in 10 strokes under. Team members were Scott and Mindy Carter
and Kyle and Lexi Maier. 6.18.27

FALL
LEGISLATIVE
ACTION
CONFERENCE
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Date

2027
PORK
CLASSIC 

                   Silver Creek Family Farms                                                       The Pulled Porkers



Wisconsin Legislative Session Wraps Up
Courtesy of Jordan Lamb, Attorney, The Welch Group. Jordan serves as WPA’s
lobbyist in Madison. Her services are paid for by producers who voluntarily invest
in NPPC’s Strategic Investment Program (SIP).
The Wisconsin State Legislature has officially concluded its work for the 2025-26 
legislative session. The State Assembly held its final floor period on February 20th, 
while the State Senate adjourned following its final regular session day on March 17th. 
Lawmakers briefly returned to Madison in May for a Special Session focused on a proposed tax relief and
school funding compromise, but the package ultimately failed in the Senate. With adjournment complete,
the Legislature is now fully finished with its work for the biennium and, barring extraordinary circumstances,
will not reconvene until January 2027. As a result, all legislation that did not pass both houses is now
considered “failed to pass” and would need to be reintroduced during the next legislative session.
Throughout the session, the Wisconsin Pork Association (WPA) worked closely with agricultural partners
through the Wisconsin Agriculture Coalition to advance policies supporting Wisconsin farmers, livestock
producers, veterinarians, and rural communities. Several significant measures affecting agriculture reached
the governor’s desk, while others were vetoed or failed to receive final legislative approval.
Key Agricultural Legislation Enacted into Law
Rural Veterinary Loan Repayment Program (2025 Wisconsin Act 177). Governor Tony Evers signed Senate Bill
501 into law on April 2, 2026, creating a rural veterinary loan repayment grant program. The legislation
establishes a targeted financial assistance program for veterinarians practicing in rural counties by helping
repay educational loans incurred while earning a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree.
Commercial Driver License (CDL) Training Grants (2025 Wisconsin Act 159). Senate Bill 783 expands eligibility
for Wisconsin’s commercial driver grant program, allowing applicants other than training providers to
access grant funding.
PFAS Response Programs and Farmer Protections (2025 Wisconsin Act 200). Assembly Bill 130 creates
several new programs designed to address PFAS contamination while providing important liability
protections for Wisconsin farmers. The legislation includes “innocent landowner” protections shielding
farmers from spills law liability associated with spreading municipal waste containing PFAS when they did
not cause the contamination.
Administrative Rules - A Major Focus this Session
In addition to legislative advocacy, WPA remained actively engaged in several significant administrative
rulemakings that directly affect Wisconsin livestock producers. A couple of notable items related to the pork
industry include:
WPA Supports Repeal of PRRS/PEDv Testing Requirements. In 2017, WPA worked with DATCP to establish
testing requirements for Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) and Porcine Epidemic
Diarrhea Virus (PEDv) under ATCP 10. After seven years of monitoring, WPA worked with DATCP to repeal the
testing requirements due to failure of the rule to reach its intended outcomes to reduce the prevalence of
PRRS and PEDv in Wisconsin.
Concerns Remain About DATCP Animal Health Fee Increases. DATCP’s initial proposal included fee increases
as high as 1,700%, creating significant concern among livestock markets, dealers, and producers statewide.
WPA opposed the proposal, and testimony submitted during public hearings highlighted the potentially
severe economic impacts. Following stakeholder feedback, DATCP released a revised proposal reducing the
largest increases to approximately 60%. WPA will continue advocating for a more balanced funding model
that combines General Purpose Revenue (GPR) support with modest, reasonable user fees consistent with
practices in neighboring states.
Looking Ahead: 2026 Elections on the Horizon
With legislative activity concluded, attention now shifts to what could become one of the most
consequential election cycles in Wisconsin in decades. In November 2026, voters will elect a new governor,
all 99 members of the Wisconsin State Assembly and state senators representing the odd-numbered
Senate districts. Governor Tony Evers’ retirement has created our first open gubernatorial race since 2010. 5



The 2026 Farm Bill continues to be top of mind for NPPC as we look to Congress to 
pass the long-overdue bill. NPPC scored 100% of our asks in theHouse’s 2026 Farm 
Bill, including a California Prop. 12 fix, which would limit such laws to be applicable 
only in the states in which they were passed. 
We overcame a major hurdle, as the House Farm Bill passed in April included 
bipartisan support. Now, we look to the Senate and are advocating daily for as many 
wins as possible in the Senate bill. Once it passes the Senate, the two versions of the 
bill must be reconciled in a conference committee before a final bicameral farm bill can be passed and
sent to the president to sign into law.
NPPC produced another major win within the Make America Healthy Again agenda, as the Dietary
Guidelines for Americans flipped the traditional food pyramid and put red meat back on the plate.
However, the fight is not over. The definition for “ultra-processed foods” is under review at the White
House Office of Management and Budget. NPPC requests a science-based definition to maintain
Americans’ access to nutrient dense foods—like pork! 
We all know a reliable, stable workforce is vital to the pork industry’s success, and despite higher wages
and competitive benefits, employment has declined the past five years. Protecting access to the TN visa
program and expanding access to the H-2A visa program are crucial for the future of the pork industry.
NPPC expects House Agriculture Committee Chairman G.T. Thompson’s (R-PA) bill to include
recommendations by the Committee’s Labor Working Group, with which NPPC partnered closely.
In another victory for pork producers, the House has passed its agricultural appropriations bill, which
funds important industry programs. NPPC’s asks were granted in the bill, including funding for the U.S.
Swine Health Improvement Plan to improve the health and marketability of pigs and pork products;
USDA’s Market Access Program and Foreign Market Development Program to boost exports; Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service to protect American agriculture from foreign pests and diseases,
including funds for port of entry inspections for New World screwworm; and Food Safety and Inspection
Service to fund meat inspectors.
With the emergence of New World screwworm in the United States, NPPC continues to be proactively
engaged on preparedness and prevention, working with USDA, EPA, the American Association of Swine
Veterinarians, the Swine Health Information Center, and the National Pork Board to educate producers
and strengthen industry preparedness. NPPC also helped ensure pork industry recommendations were
incorporated into the updated response playbook.
On international trade, NPPC is actively monitoring discussions on the mandatory U.S.-Mexico-Canada
Agreement review process this summer and has submitted multiple sets of formal comments. It is
imperative all three countries renew the trade pact, as losing it would jeopardize one-third of U.S. pork
exports and threaten the North American collaboration if foreign animal diseases emerge. NPPC will
continue to monitor and make progress on these—and more— issues while collaborating with WPA.

NPPC: Looking Ahead- 2026 Pork Policy Priorities
Courtesy of Meghan Cline, Director of Policy Communications, NPPC

Legislative control is also at stake. Republicans currently hold an 18-15 majority in the State Senate, where
Democrats need a net gain of two seats to secure control. Several Republican-held districts have become
increasingly competitive under Wisconsin’s new legislative maps. In the Assembly, Republicans hold a 54-
45 majority. Democrats would need to gain five seats to win control of the chamber.
Beyond partisan control, Wisconsin agriculture will also be navigating significant leadership turnover.
Several senior Republican leaders have announced retirements, including Senate Majority Leader Devin
LeMahieu, Senator Steve Nass, Senator Rob Hutton, Senator Van Wanggaard, and Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos. Regardless of which party controls state government in 2027, Wisconsin agriculture’s continued
success will depend on maintaining strong bipartisan relationships and ensuring policymakers understand
agriculture’s critical role in Wisconsin’s economy, food supply, export markets, and rural communities. As a
new generation of legislative leaders emerges, WPA will continue serving as a trusted voice for Wisconsin
pork producers and advocating for policies that strengthen the long-term competitiveness and
sustainability of Wisconsin agriculture.
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NPB: National Swine Health Strategy
Courtesy of Dr. Dusty Oedekoven, Chief Veterinarian, National Pork Board.
We've improved how we move pigs. We haven’t kept up with how fast disease can 
move with them. That’s the challenge in front of us, and it’s exactly why the National 
Swine Health Strategy exists. 
This effort is built around practical steps producers can use every day to reduce 
disease pressure, strengthen preparedness and keep operations moving. The tools 
matter, but progress also depends on the small decisions made on farms across the country every day.
That’s why the Pork Checkoff is all in on swine health. Not just developing a strategy, but bringing
producers, veterinarians, researchers and industry partners together around common goals and
coordinated action. This isn’t something happening around you. It’s something that works because of you.
That’s how individual effort turns into industry progress. It won’t be simple, and it won’t happen overnight.
But it’s important work in front of us.



Sustainability for America’s pork producers is about doing what’s right
for pigs, people, and the planet by following the industry’s We Care®

principles and goals. Protect your freedom to operate by using data to
tell your story through a free Pork Cares Farm Impact Report. ​
Use it to showcase the We Care® practices already on your farm,
demonstrate your readiness to collaborate with retailers to strengthen
market demand for pork, and to get ideas on how to increase
efficiencies and climate friendly practices on your farm.​
After completing the report, take the lead in protecting your land and
strengthening your farm’s future with the Advancing U.S. Pork
Sustainability and Market Value Grant Program that is now available to
farmers in Wisconsin. This grant is designed to drive results for farmers
who are committed to the longevity of their operations and 
want to increase their market opportunities.
To learn more, visit porkcheckoff.org/pork-production-
management/sustainability, scan the code, or call WPA at 
608-723-7551.

                                                               YQCA is now accepting applications for its 2026-2027 Youth Ag Program
                                                               Grant, offering individual awards of up to $5,000. The program supports 
                                                               projects that align with YQCA’s commitment to food safety, animal well-
                                                               being, and character development in the livestock industry.

Junior breed associations, state species organizations, and local, county, state, or national livestock show
organizations are encouraged to apply. Organizations seeking funding should submit applications through
the portal no later than July 31, 2026. To learn more and apply, visit https://yqcaprogram.org/.

Eligible Grant Practices:
Manure application

2  manure pumpingnd

Perennial grassed buffers

Multi-species cover crops

No-till and strip till

Temp fence

LED lights 

Heat mats

Get Paid to Protect Your Farm! 

COMPLETE A
REPORT &

EARN $250 INCENTIVE
PAY

The National Pork Board is partnering with Kynetec to conduct its 2026 Producer Survey. By sharing your
perspectives, you can help shape the future of the Pork Checkoff. If you haven't already received a survey
invitation email, sign up to participate here: https://survey.us.confirmit.com/wix/2/p846532334782.aspx?
link=8.  Please take time to complete it before July 17, 2026. It takes about 20 minutes and you'll receive
$20 as a thank-you for your time.

Your Opinion Matters! Take the NPB Producer Survey

NPB Advisory Committee Applications Now Open
Applications for NPB’s Advisory Committees are open now through August 15. 
The Advisory Committees provide strategic guidance to the NPB Board of 
Directors on key industry priorities and Pork Checkoff investments. These 
committees bring together pork producers and industry stakeholders to offer 
insight on emerging trends, challenges, and opportunities affecting the U.S. 
pork industry. 
Members serve a two-year term and participate in four meetings annually, including two virtual and two
in-person. To learn more and apply, visit https://porkcheckoff.org/about/leadership-
opportunities/advisory-committees/. Questions can be directed to committees@pork.org.

Apply Today for YQCA Youth Ag Program Grant  

https://porkcheckoff.org/pork-production-management/sustainability/
mailto:committees@pork.org


The United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) transferred oversight of the 
U.S. SHIP program to State Animal Health Offices (SAHOs) in 2025. The Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (WI-DATCP) Division 
of Animal Health (DAH) is now responsible for managing the U.S. SHIP program in 
Wisconsin. 
This voluntary free program is a collaborative effort with industry, state, and federal partners to improve
the health and marketability of U.S. swine and pork products. U.S. SHIP provides a national platform for
standards defined and updated annually by stakeholders. Joining the U.S. SHIP program benefits swine
producers for several reasons, including:

Improving biosecurity, traceability, and disease surveillance for swine health.
Mitigating the incursion risks of African Swine Fever (ASF) and Classical Swine Fever (CSF) which is
crucial for maintaining the health and marketability of U.S. swine.
Allowing producers to obtain voluntary health certification of disease-monitored status for ASF and
CSF.
Limiting disruptions to international and interstate commerce should U.S. outbreaks occur. 
Maintaining or resuming continuity of business for U.S. SHIP participating stakeholders whenever
possible should an incursion occur. 

In an evolving animal health landscape, taking steps to prepare and protect your operation is more
important than ever. U.S. SHIP offers a structured yet flexible approach to help stakeholders reduce risk
and maintain stability in the face of potential challenges. The program is designed 
to work alongside your existing management practices. Participation not only 
benefits individual operations, but also contributes to a stronger, more coordinated 
response locally, regionally, and across the national swine industry.
For more information, please reach out to Sydney Uselman (Wisconsin U.S. SHIP 
Coordinator) at sydneys.uselman@wisconsin.gov or (608) 224-9932 or visit:
www.datcp.wi.gov/Pages/SwineHealthImprovementPlanSHIP.aspx.
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Prepare for the Unexpected: Join U.S. SHIP 

Scan to get started!
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Celebrating Wisconsin Culture:
Beer, Bacon, & Cheese
On June 13 , WPA attended
the New Glarus Beer, Bacon,
and Cheese Festival in New
Glarus, WI. While here, WPA
staff served snack stick
samples and promoted Taste
What Pork Can Do    to over
2,000 enthusiastic attendees. 

th

Opportunities like these allow
us to engage with a diverse
audience of rural and urban
consumers and creates a
gateway for meaningful
conversations about pork and
the farmers who produce it.
What better way to
underscore the important role
of pork to Wisconsin culture!

2,000+
ATTENDEES

SERVED PORK
PRODUCTS

TM

mailto:sydneys.uselman@wisconsin.gov
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/SwineHealthImprovementPlanSHIP.aspx


Each year, the Wisconsin Pork Association presents the Distinguished Service Awards to individuals and/or
businesses whose contributions to the Wisconsin swine industry merit special recognition.  At our annual
meeting on January 29 , 2026, WPA named the following individuals as this year’s award recipients:th

Producer Honoree- Scott Wilson Family- Burlington, WI
Industry Honoree- Bob Spurley- Linden, WI
Agri-Communicator- Bill Gnatzig- Roberts, WI
Friend of the Industry- John Lader- Janesville, WI

WPA is grateful for the commitment and dedication these individuals have to Wisconsin’s pork industry
and would like to congratulate them on this prestegious recognition!
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In Case You Missed It: WPA Named Distinguished
Service Award Recipients During Annual Meeting

              Scott Wilson Family                            Bob Spurley                      Bill Gnatzig                      John Lader



WPA is thrilled to announce a new annual meeting and winter event that will take place on Thursday,
January 28th and Friday, January 29th, 2027, at the Wisconsin Hotel and Conference Center in Wisconsin
Dells, WI. 
This event is the reimagined successor to WPA’s event previously held in conjunction with the Wisconsin
Corn Soy Expo. It’s designed as a two-day, noon-noon networking and collaboration event for pork
producers, veterinarians, vendors, policymakers, and industry partners.
On Thursday, the event will kick off with lunch and registration at noon followed by robust educational
seminars featuring current industry topics led by the industry’s most knowledgeable professionals. That
afternoon, guests can attend the WPA annual meeting and awards ceremony followed by the famous
Porkapalooza event! The fun will continue on Friday morning with the Bacon and Brainstorming education
sessions and breakfast before concluding at noon. 
Stay tuned for registration and event information in 
the coming weeks and we hope to see you there!

WPA to Debut New Winter Meeting Format in January
2027

Thank You 2026 Sponsors!

Roth Feeder Pig

GO
LD

SI
LV

ER
BR

ON
ZE

FR
IEN

D
PL

AT
IN

UM

Save
the

Date

Jan.
28-29,

2027

WISCONSIN
HOTEL &
CONFERENCE
CENTER -
Wisconsin
Dells, WI
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July
12-15- National Pork Industry Conference- Wisconsin Dells, WI
16- WPA Board of Directors Meeting - 9:00 a.m. - Minitube USA
16- Swine Reproduction Workshop - 1:00 p.m. - Minitube USA
17- NPB Producer Survey Deadline
August
6-16- Wisconsin State Fair Pork Schoppe - West Allis, WI
24- WPA Board of Directors Meeting - 1:00 p.m. - Zoom
September
7- Labor Day- WPA Office Closed
9-11- U.S. SHIP House of Delegates Meeting- Bloomington, MN
16-17- NPPC Legislative Action Conference- Washington D.C.

Keri Retallick, Executive Vice President- kretallick@wppa.org
Morgan Worek, Program Director- mworek@wppa.org

       608-723-7551
       P.O. Box 327 Lancaster, WI 53813
       wppa@wppa.org

Stay up to date on all events by
becoming a WPA member and by
visiting our website at www.wppa.org.

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. Postal Paid
Lancaster WI 53813

Permit No. 91

Wisconsin Pork Association
P.O. Box 327
Lancaster, WI 53813

Return Service Requested

Calendar of Events Board of Directors

WPA State Office

President: AV Roth, Wauzeka
V.P.: John Quackenbush, Walworth
Treasurer: Al Ries, Lomira
Secretary: Christina Meylor, Darlington
Director: Jeff Morris, Lone Rock
Director: Curt Watson, Edgerton
Director: Emma Wedig, Darlington
Director: Steve Simonson, Sauk City
Director: Bailey Fritsch, Cobb


