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Mentor Spotlight...

Hello everyone, I am Cole Weinkauf from 
Waterford, WI. I am one of the three new 
mentees for this upcoming year. I am cur-
rently a freshman at Iowa State Univer-
sity studying Agricultural Business with 
a minor in Animal Science. I grew up on 
a hobby farm where I raise 10-12 show 
pigs that we show all across the country. 
Showing swine has grown my passion for 
agriculture and given me a way to advo-
cate for this industry. At Iowa State, I am 
interested in furthering my knowledge of 
sales and marketing in the pork industry. 
Being a part of the Wisconsin Pork Associ-
ation is a great way to see every element 
of the pork industry. My goal for this next 
year is to get as much experience as pos-
sible in every aspect of the industry. I am 
excited for this next year as a mentee.  

The Wisconsin Pork Association (WPA) held its annual meeting on February 
6 during the 2020 Wisconsin Corn/Soy/Pork Expo. The meeting included 
the president’s report focusing on year-end activities, discussing upcoming 
events, presentations from participants in the mentorship program, NPB CEO 
as well as election of directors, recognition of directors and award winners.   

Elected to a three-year term on the WPA Board were Alicia Prill-Ad-
ams, Platteville, Ryan Cain, Osseo, and Mikayla Wehrle, New London. 

Alicia Prill- Adams has been employed at UW-Platteville’s Pioneer Farm 
for 30 years starting out managing the Swine Facility and overseeing 
consortium research projects in that facility.  She was later named As-
sistant Farm Director and has evolved into the WI Beef Improvement 
Association’s test station manager while still managing students and 
full-time employees in the swine and beef units.  She assisted in the 
planning on construction of the Heidenreich Swine Facility, built in 2005. 
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Newly elected board members, lef to right, Ryan 
Cain, Mikayla Wehrle, and Alicia Prill-Adams.
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The facility serves as an educational facility that allows 
access for tours and hands-on opportunities through 
classes at UWP, SW Tech and other educational institu-
tions.  She developed and continues to direct UW-Plat-
teville’s Pre-Veterinary Camp for the last 15 years and 
will be hosting Agriculture Camp this June as well. Alicia 
is the key contact for the Grant County Pork Partners 
and serves on the WPA Youth Committee.  Her goal is 
to continue to give back to Wisconsin’s pork industry 
through a position on the WPA Board of Directors. Ali-
cia and her family own a small farm west of Platteville.

  Ryan Cain was born and raised in a small farming com-
munity in southern Minnesota. He currently serves as 
General Manager at Old Fashion Pork located in Thorp. 
He began his career in 1994 on a small farrow to finish 
gilt multiplier in southern Minnesota. He has had many 
great opportunities to manage in every phase of pork pro-
duction. He plans to continue to grow the Whole Foods 
market through Old Fashion Pork and pursue marketing 
Old Fashion Pork brand to local community supermar-
kets in the Thorp area. He is passionate about training 
and developing the people around him to ensure there 
is a responsible group of future leaders to represent our 
great industry. Ryan currently serves on the WPA Pro-
ducer Outreach Committee. Ryan would like to contrib-
ute to the sustainability and future growth of Wisconsin 
Pork through supporting producers and industry affili-
ates. Also, focus on working with youth groups to pro-
mote involvement in the pork industry and agriculture in 

cont. WPA Membership Elects Directors
general. Ryan and his wife, Amanda, currently reside in 
Osseo and have three children, Emily (13), Reid (10), 
and Rorik (4).
  
Mikayla Wehrle received her BS in Animal Science with a 
meat emphasis from UW-River Falls. Mikayla was a part 
of the 2017 Pork Leadership cohort. She has participat-
ed in the WPA mentorship program where she learned 
about lobbying in Washington, D.C. She has represented 
WPA at the state and federal level. Mikayla is a mem-
ber of the WPA Producer Outreach and Youth Commit-
tees. Mikayla currently runs a 20 sow showpig opera-
tion and works at a meat processing facility in Oshkosh.
 
 Three board members completed terms on the board 
and were thanked for their dedicated service. Com-
pleting terms on the board were Shannon Wolf of Lan-
caster, Mike Salter of Black Creek, and Tom Knau-
er of Avalon.   The board will convene with a meeting 
on February 25th to elect their 2020 officer team. 
President- Jim Magolski,   Vice President- Ray Ibeling, Sec-
retary- Christina Meylor, and Treasurer- Brian Klubertanz. 
  
  The WPA membership also elected delegates to serve at 
the 2020 National Pork Industry Forum. Elected to serve as 
Pork Act Delegates were Nathan Brickl and Jim Magolski. 
Shannon Wolf  and  Bob Spurley  were  selected  as  alternates. 

2020 Expo Review
The Wisconsin Pork Association recognized producers and 
industry members for their dedicated service at the 2020 Pork 
and Corn/Soy Expo, held on February 6-7 in Wisconsin Dells.  

Producer Honoree Award 
Each year, the Wisconsin Pork Association presents a 
Distinguished Service Award to fellow individuals whose 
contributions to the Wisconsin swine industry merit special 
recognition. The 2019 WPA Producer Distinguished Ser-
vice award was presented to Howard AV Roth, Wauzeka.             

cont. pg 4
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Wisconsin Legislative Update

The Wisconsin State Assembly wrapped up its 2019-
2020 session with its final floor debate on Feb. 20, 
2020.  The Wisconsin State Senate will be on the 
floor again in early March to finish its work.  The Leg-
islature had focused attention on agriculture issues 
during the last months of this session, which was 
greatly appreciated by all Wisconsin farm organiza-
tions.  
State Assembly Wraps up Work on Agriculture 
Bills. On their final day on the floor, the State Assem-
bly passed the following farm bills.  These bills are 
now available for consideration and final action by 
the State Senate in March before they could go to the 
Governor:
•	 AB-518 Meat Labeling (Oldenburg, Loren) 
Labeling a food product as meat.
•	 AB-556 Teaching Hours (Loudenbeck, Amy) 
Recognizing teaching hours for providing certain 
extension services of the University of Wisconsin 
System.
•	 AB-578 Driver License Waiver (Spiros, 
John) Commercial driver license waiver for certain 
operation of commercial motor vehicles by farmers.
•	 AB-627 Extension Services (VanderMeer, 
Nancy) Funding ($2 million) for integrated state 
specialists positions at the University of Wisconsin 
System.
•	 AB-873 Ag Building Tax Credit (Tranel, Tra-
vis) An income tax credit for the property taxes paid 
on agricultural buildings and improvements.
•	 AB-874 UW System Ag Study (Loudenbeck, 
Amy) Requiring a study by the University of System 
of agricultural programs and issues.
•	 AB-876 UW Madison Study (Assembly Orga-
nization) Requiring the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison to conduct a research study on developing an 
agricultural science and technology program.
•	 AB-812 Voluntary Animal ID (Tauchen, Gary) 
Creating a voluntary individual animal identification 
program.
MAC Credit Crop Insurance Proceeds Fix Goes 
to the Governor.  SB-387 (Sen. Marklein / Rep. 
Vruwink) addresses an unintended consequence of 
the way that the MAC credit is currently calculated. 

By Jordan Lamb

Under current law, crop insurance is NOT included in 
the definition of “production gross receipts” for pur-
poses of the credit.  As such, if a farmer loses their 
crop and collects crop insurance, it is taxed as taxable 
income.  This legislation corrects that error and IN-
CLUDES crop insurance payments in the credit.  This 
legislation has been approved by both houses and will 
go to the Governor for final review.
Livestock Siting Legislation Stalls Out.  After months 
of work by Senator Marklein, Representative Tranel, 
Representative Tauchen, the livestock groups, the 
Wisconsin Towns Association and the Wisconsin 
Counties Association, the proposed revisions to Wis-
consin’s livesock facility siting law stalled.  This legis-
lation, AB-894 / SB 808, aimed to revise and improve 
the process for both Wisconsin farmers and local 
political subdivisions.  Hopefully, the work that was 
done on these bills can be used to move forward with 
legislation next session.
Assembly Approves a $10 million Water Quality 
Package.  On Feb. 18, the State Assembly approved 
a $10 million water quality suite of bills that came out 
of the statewide meetings conducted by the bipartisan 
Speakers Water Quality Task Force.  Several of the 
bills aim to support farmers’ efforts to improve water 
quality including a bill that would provide $1 million in 
a “nitrogen optimization pilot program” for grants to 
farmers and universities to work on nitrogen reduction 
projects.  The package of 13 bills is now available for 
consideration by the State Senate during their March 
floor session.
DNR Forms Stakeholder Committee to Advise 
NR 151 Nitrate Revision. At the December Natural 
Resources Board meeting, the NRB approved the 
Scope Statement to allow the DNR to begin drafting a 
revision to Wis. Admin. Code. s. NR 151 for a targeted 
nonpoint source pollution performance standard for 
the application of nitrates to farmland in Wisconsin.  
In February, the DNR announced the membership of 
the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for these NR 
151 revisions.  The TAC will discuss and recommend 
potential changes to NR 151 for areas of the state that 
are vulnerable to nitrate contamination of groundwater. 
We anticipate eight meetings beginning on February 
27, 2020 in Madison, continuing through September 
2020. These meetings will last most of the day and will 
be public noticed.  The DNR is developing a website 
that will contain all meeting agendas and materials.  
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Industry Honoree Award 
The pork industry is fortunate in having many industry 
representatives who are dedicated to promoting and 
serving the industry. The Wisconsin Pork Association 
honors these individuals and companies by presenting 
them with the Distinguished Service Industry Honor-
ee Award. The recipient of the award for 2019 is Dave 
Wade of the Hanor Company.

2020 Expo Review Agri-Communicator 
WPA acknowledges the efforts 
of individuals in the agriculture 
industry to communicate with 
others by presenting them with 
the Agri-Communicator award. 
The recipient of this award is 
Pam Jahnke, Fabulous Farm 
Babe of Midwest Broadcast-
ing.

Distinguished Public Service 
Each year, the Wisconsin 
Pork Association (WPA) pres-
ents the Distinguished Public 
Service Award, which recog-
nizes a legislator who provides 
outstanding support to the 
pork industry. Senator Howard 
Marklein was presented the 
award for his efforts on behalf 
of Wisconsin agriculture. 

WPA Vision Statement
The Wisconsin Pork Association is the primary source for rep-

resenting the state’s pork industry, known for its commitment to 
enhancing the success of all sizes and types of production in 
the state, as well as that of the businesses that support those 

producers.

WPA Mission Statement
The mission of the Wisconsin Pork Associ-
ation is to promote and protect the state’s 

pork industry in order to ensure its success 
now and in the future.
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Thank You Pork Partners and 
Allied Industry Members

Babcock Genetics/Axiom 
Johnsonville 

National Pork Board
National Pork Producers Council

Premier Cooperative
Rabo Agri Finance 

Roth Feeder Pig
The Hanor Company 
Tyson Fresh Meats

Vita Plus 

Allied Industry Members
Alliant Group

Dane County Pork Producers
Equity Cooperative

Wisconsin Livestock Identification 
Consortium

2020 Memberships Available 
Our members are key to the success of our organization. 
We invite you to explore the membership options avail-
able to youth, pork producers, and allied industry. As a 
WPA member, you will receive regular communications 
on important industry topics at the both the state and 
national level. Membership form is available at www.
wppa.org or contact the WPA office at 608-723-7551. 

Regional Producer Meetings 
Scheduled for March 23, 24, 25 & 30 

The Wisconsin Pork Association is reaching out to all 
pork producers to get their feedback on industry issues 
and programs. Topics include: Fad preperation, WeCare 
and secure food supply.  Pork producers may select from 
four locations. Optional tour of facilities will be conducted 
prior to the meeting. Dates and locations are as follows:
•	 March 23 Northwest- Thorp 10:30- Registration 

11:00-Tour 12:00- Lunch/Meeting 
•	 March 24 Southwest- Dodgeville 10:30- Registra-

tion 11:00-Tour 12:00- Lunch/Meeting 
•	 March 25 Southeast- Burlington 10:30- Registra-

tion 11:00-Tour 12:00- Lunch/Meeting 
•	 March 30 Northeast- Oshkosh 4:00- Registration 

4:30-Tour 5:30- Dinner/Meeting
This is an opportunity to learn more about the checkoff 
and non-checkoff programs as well as industry trends, 
but most importantly networking with the producers. 
Reservations are required for the meal, but walk-ins are 
welcome to attend the meeting. Please RSVP no later 
than March 19th. For more information or to reserve your 
spot, contact WPA at 608-723-7511 or wppa@wppa.org. 

The 2020 Forum will be held in Kansas City, March 4-6. 
This year’s annual meeting of the Pork Act delegate 
body will emphasize the new Checkoff vision, strategic 
plan and structure. As an organization that is Consumer 
Focused, Producer Led, the staff and budget will focus 
on two overarching goals, Build Trust and Add Value. 
Each year the delegates confer, vote on resolutions and 
advisements and provide valuable direction on the im-
portant issues facing pork producers and the industry.

At the meeting, Pork Act delegates will rank 10 candi-
dates for the National Pork Board and submit the list 
to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for approval. Wis-
consin’s very own Mike Salter is one of the can-
didates. The candidates, in alphabetical order, are: 
•Deborah Balance – North Carolina; Ben Barcovtch – 
Pennsylvania; Jeremy Burkett – Wyoming; Todd Erick-
son – North Dakota; Heather Hill – Indiana; Larry Leipold 
– Minnesota; Scott Phillips – Missouri; Mike Salter – Wis-
consin; John Scanga – Colorado; Alan Wulfekuhle – Iowa

2020 Pork Forum

WPS Farm Show
WPA willl promote pork at the Wisconsin Public Ser-
vice farm show Tuesday, March 31st through Thurs-
day, April 2nd. Butterfly pork chop, pulled pork, 
and pork burgers will be featured. Volunteers are 
needed. Contact WPA at 608-723-7551 or wppa@
wppa.org if interested in helping with this event.
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Whats Ractopamine Free 
Mean to You?

Commercial producers today, have already made 
great strides towards ractopamine-free in their 
herd. Here are some tips if you are considering 
going ractopamine-free. 

A Ractopamine-Free Swine Project
Steven J. Moeller 
Ohio State University Extension

Introduction
Ractopamine-free swine production is now a mar-
ket specification/requirement throughout much 
of the U.S. pork packing industry. Ractopamine 
is an approved product used to increase lean 
growth rate. The use of ractopamine in pig diets 
has specifically been banned in many internation-
al pork and pork product markets. Ractopamine 
remains an FDA approved product that can be 
legally fed in the U.S. at approved levels and ap-
proved time periods in the life of a market-des-
tined hog, but restirctions from trade partners have 
led to its removal from most production systems. 
Many U.S. pork packers have determined they will 
not purchase ractopamine-fed pigs in order to meet 
market demands, maintain trade requirements, and 
help protect markets that account for upwards of 
25% of the total value of annual U.S. pork sales. In 
response, proper processes to remove ractopamine 
are needed in all instances where the pork (meat) 
or pork products (internal organs, blood, fat, ect.) 
may enter a market that has been designated as 
ractopamine-free. Swine producers, exhibitors, feed 
industry participants, and transportation participants 
all maintain a role when meeting the packer speci-
fication for ractopamine-free swine. Steps you can 
take as a pig producer and industry participant to 
assist removal of ractopamine from your pigs’ feed 
and environment, are which may provide access 
to ractopamine-free markets, are outlined below. 

Testing for Ractopamine
Testing technology advances have allowed detection of 
ractopamione at levels much less than those deemed 
safe by the FDA for human consumption. Packers have 
the right and the ability to test pigs they purchase and 
can use the testing precision and frequency that they pur-
chase and can use the testing precision and frequency 
that they determine meets the requirements of their mar-
keets. Tissues that retain ractopamine for a longer dura-
tion include the internal organs, muscle, and the eyes. 

Take Home Points
•	 Ractopamine-free means that a pig has never been 

fed or exposed to ractopamine - from the time of 
birth to the time of market. 

•	 Owners maintain responsibility for meeting market 
specifications and fair/exhibition rules

•	 Youth swine projects reflect the swine industry’s 
commitment to the WeCare principles that provide 
the basis for consumer trust in the way you raise 
pigs and the safety and wholesomeness of the pork 
they purchase. 

For more information, https://www.extension.iastate.
edu/news/learn-more-about-ractopamine-and-swine and 
https://ohiopork.org/ractopamine-free/. 

WPA is very proud of the work conducted by the UW-Riv-
er Falls and UW-Madison Collegiate Farm Bureau groups. 
Both are sponsoring an Ag Day at their respective campus-
es.  UW-RF on April 21st followed by UW-Madison on April 
22nd. Staff, Anna Boschert will be presenting on April 16th 
at UW-Platteville’s Brag About Ag event. WPA contributed 
funds to both efforts through their respective sponsorship 
programs. Our thanks to both groups for spreading the 
word about agriculture, and, the Wisconsin pork industry.  

WPA Sponsors UW-Madison, 
River Falls, and Platteville Farm 

Bureau Ag Day
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The Wisconsin Pork Association Youth Committee 
recently awarded 46 youth with $50 grants to help offset 
the costs of their upcoming 4-H and FFA swine projects. 
The Youth Pig Project grant program began in 2003 to 
encourage youth to become involved in the Wisconsin 
pork industry through projects that offer opportunities to 
develop life skills and showcase career opportunities. 
  
Wisconsin youth submitted 84 applications for consid-
eration. The application included information on their 
project goals, simple budget for the project, Youth for the 
Quality Care of Animals certification date, future goals 
as they relate to the pork industry, and a paragraph stat-
ing why the Wisconsin Pork Association should select 
them for the Youth Pig Project grant.
  
Those receiving grants were: Callie Behling, Athens; 
Drew Benninger, Reeseville; Madison Calvert, Cuba 
City; McKenzie Calvert, Cuba City; Payton Calvert, 
Cuba City; Kendra Christensen, Star Prairie; Emily 
Christian, Wausau; Calvin Davis, Trempealeau; Milo Da-
vis, Trempealeau; Charlie DeCloux, Menomonee Falls; 
Adelle Dittman, New Richmond; Ava Finger, Juneau; Au-
drey Gartman, Sheboygan; Kimberly Hankel, Endeavor; 
Denali Huebner, Westby; Odessa Huebner, Westby; 
Emma Inman, Pulaski; Raiden Jacque, Thorp; Karmin 
Kilpin, Elkhorn; Katrina Kilpin, Elkhorn; Kevin Kitchen, 
Augusta; Bella Langrehr, Sparta; Bo Langrehr, Sparta; 
Brody Lindner, Platteville; Kaycee Lindner, Platteville; 
Zachary Magnus, Neillsville; Madison Mertz, Hilbert; 
Mason Mertz, Hilbert; McKayla Mertz, Hilbert; Shelby 
Meyer, Deer Park; Hayley Mitchell, Boscobel; Macy 
Mitchell, Boscobel; Braedan Mlodik, Wittenberg; Kailei 
Mlodik, Wittenberg; Erik O’Brien, LaCrosse; Jed Olson, 
Coon Valley; Maison Payne, Mondoro; Vanessa Poppy, 
Omro; Michael Powell, Mt. Horeb; Emma Steuck, Mon-
tello; Jack Steuck, Montello; Lindsey Strauch, Fairchild; 
Hannah Tremaine, Oconomowoc; Allie Jo Wittman, Kau-
kauna; Coryna Wittman, Kaukauna; and Alissa Wolff; 
Wausau. 
  
The program is sponsored through checkoff dollars with 
additional support from the following sponsors: 
Giese Show Pigs; Goplin Showpigs; Graff Show Pigs; 
Havin’ Fun Genetics; Jake’s Pig Palace; Krebs Farms; 
Magolski Farms; Morgan Pittz; Nuttleman Show Pigs; 
Walsh Family Farm; Watson Family Farm; Wisconsin 
Boar Store/Rake Genetics; and Yelinek Showpigs.

Youth Receive Pig Project Grants
Since 1990 the USDA’s National Animal Health Monitor-
ing System (NAHMS) has published national (population) 
estimates of the Nation’s livestock, poultry, and farmed 
aquatic animals in cooperation with commodity industry 
representatives and producers. The term “population 
estimates” means that when NAHMS publishes a percent, 
an average or a ratio the estimates apply directly to the 
target population under study. What makes these esti-
mates more valuable is that our target population often 
represents, in the case of swine studies, in excess of 90 
percent of the operations and hogs on those operations 
(historically for operations with more than 100 hogs in the 
U.S.). Some of you have had a statistics course and when 
calculating a sample size you learned that a population or 
national estimate necessary for a sample size formula is 
very difficult to get. We have them thanks to U.S. swine 
producers. Starting in June 2020 we will be starting an-
other national swine study in Wisconsin.

NAHMS studies produce a national snapshot of the 
housing, biosecurity, health and health management of 
the given commodity industry. This USDA product done 
in cooperation with swine producers is envied worldwide. 
In most commodity studies of this type, NAHMS works 
with the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
because of their comprehensive, frequently updated list 
of livestock producers. NASS pulls a sample for NAHMS 
and often makes the first contact with the producers. 

Building upon the 2007 and 2012 smaller operation 
studies, NAHMS hopes to update information regarding 
animal health and health management practices used on 
these operations. For the first time we hope to measure 
alternative marketing strategies some of these operation 
implement (e.g., BBQ pigs, show pigs, organic) and gain 
insight into swine movement on and off operations with 
less than 1,000 pigs. Approximately 5,000 swine oper-
ations from 38 States will be asked to participate in the 
study. These States account for about 95 percent of U.S. 
swine operations with fewer than 1,000 pigs. Wisconsin 
is an integral part of the small component and NASS will 
need to select many operations with fewer than 1,000 
pigs in this State.

For more information about this study, contact WPA office 
at wppa@wppa.org, or call 608-723-7551.

NAHMS Study
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JANUARY
FEBRUARY
4	 Ag Day at the Capitol
6	 WPA Annual Meeting, WI Dells
6-7	 Pork & Corn/Soy Expo, WI Dells
25	 WPA Board Meeting
MARCH
4-6	 Pork Forum, Kansas City
30- April 2	 WPS Farm Show, Oshkosh
31- April 2	 LAC Spring Seminar

President - Jim Magolski, New London
920-851-4724		  magolski727@gmail.com
Vice-President - Ray Ibeling, Clinton 
608-751-3513		  Ibelingfamily3@aol.com
Treasurer - Brian Klubertanz, Waterloo
920-296-0599		  klubertb@hotmail.com
Secretary- Christina Meylor, Darlington
608-482-2808		  bcmeylor@yousq.net
Nathan Brickl, Spring Green
608-588-9625		  nbrickl@hanorusa.com
Ryan Cain, Osseo
507-847-4610 		  rcain@nfpinc.com
Alicia Prill- Adams, Platteville
608-342-1119		  prillada@uwplatt,edu
Bob Spurley, Linden
608-574-1223		  robertspurley@yahoo.com 
NPPC Representative- AV Roth, Wauzeka
608-476-2377		  avroth@aol.com
Mikayla Wehrle, New London
920-279-2766		  mikaylamwehrle@gmail.com

MONTH 
MARCH
4-6		  Pork Forum, Kansas City
23		  Regional Meeting, Osseo
24		  Regional Meeting, Dodgeville
25		  Regional Meeting, Burlington
30		  Regional Meeting, Oshkosh
30- April 2	 WPS Farm Show, Oshkosh
31- April 2	 LAC Spring Seminar

APRIL
4		  Scenic River Breakfast, Lancaster
21-23		  Pork Mgmt Conference, Destin, FL


